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The Catalogue of Argonauts
To see how the team is represented, we need to explore briefly who they are and how they are described.4 Valerius Flaccus' catalogue comes much later in the first book than that of Apollonius. Jason does not call the Argonauts together: rather he prays to Juno and Pallas, and Juno spreads rumours of the ship and glory to come . Hercules and Hylas are first to arrive (107-12), much to Juno's disgust, so that she turns her eyes away, and we do not see the other Argonauts arrive.5 Apollonius sets the team at the forefront of his poem: after Phoebus, next come the men who propelled the Argo; the first substantial episode is his catalogue (1.20-233). Valerius begins with Pelias (after the invocation), as Virgil's Aeneid begins with Juno. He waits for the Argonauts to board the ship before listing them for us, setting them out in their seating positions in the Argo. As well as integrating catalogue and narrative, this has the effect of making Jason more prominent relative to Apollonius' Jason, although Hercules, too, is singled out as exceptional, beyond (before) and above the standard catalogue and its tropes.
Valerius' crew is rich in references to the material of other epics: Telamon opens the list, father of the enormous Ajax. Telamon and Peleus are part of Apollonius' crew, as are Oileus and Menoetius, but Nestor and Tydeus are not. Further, Menoetius is specifically identified as the father of Patroclus, who is left behind with Chiron to play with Achilles (1.407-10), and Oileus as the father of the other Ajax, destroyed by Athena's thunderbolt (1.372-3). Tydeus, too, is a new addition to the crew, and the father of the Homeric Diomedes; Philoctetes evokes the later parts of the Trojan cycle. In Apollonius the emphasis is on tendentious engagement with the poetic tradition, while in Valerius the frequent allusions to the Trojan War to come build up the epic credentials of the poem.6 This might be contrasted with Ovid's Calydonian boar hunt, in which Iliadic heroes and their parents are inserted to heighten the parodic contrast with Iliadic heroism.7 The Argonauts from Apollonius whom Valerius omits are the more obscure figures, reducing the quotient of Hellenistic learning in favour of familiar literary figures.
